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Mapleton school selected for federal intervention grant

BY SARAH JONES
sarahj@milehighnews.com

Meadow Community K-8
school might be a Title I school
in Mapleton, but its students are
not wasting any time improving
their assessment scores.

Meadow Community School
was selected as a recipient of
the federal Tiered Intervention
Grant (TIG), which is based off
of student performance on the
Colorado Student Assessment
Program (CSAP) test results in
2010 and before. However, af-
ter five years of declining test
scores, Meadow students im-
proved one level to accreditation
with a improvement plan on the
state’s accreditation scale.

“We are happy to say that has
changed a little bit this pastyear,”
said school director Lisa Marchi
of her school’s test scores.

The school still has a long way
to go, but now has the federal dol-
lars to help it get there. Based on
Meadow’s 2010 test results, it was
identified in the bottom 5 percent
of performing schools in the state
and qualified for TIG dollars, said
Mapleton Assistant Superinten-
dent Jackie Kapushion.

The school will receive
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$965,000 over a three-year pe-
riod to improve the student
performance and staff support.
The school will be front load-
ing the spending of the funds,
Kapushion said, to ensure that
the changes being put in place
are helptul for the longest pe-
riod of time and as sustainable
as possible.

“We'll scale down in each year,
so that the school is ready to
come off of the grant dollars by
the fourth year,” Kapushion said.

The school's annual operat-
ing budget is $42,000, said Mar-
chi who now believes she has

“won the educational lottery.”

This influx of funds will allow her
to purchase much needed mate-
rials that can be used long after

the grant dollars have run out.

“We've really been able to look
at the path our school has been
going down with the school im-
provement plan and align the

grant funds to our school im-

provement plan. So we're able
to work in harmony and really
enhance things that our school
has already put in place,” Marchi
said.

The grant will focus on two
main things, extended learn-
ing opportunities for students
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Red, Green, Specialty Varieties (White, Vegetarian),
wed like to try then all!

- Saturday, October 2211([ 4
2pm - 5pm
Cooks checkinat 3
6:30am-10am
(Tasting starts at 2pm)

with additional intervention and
classroom support and extended
learning opportunities for teach-
ers with an increase in teacher
resources and support.

One part of the requirements
for aTIG school is to overhaul the
school’s administration, starting
at the principal level, and the
school's teaching staff. Meadow
had already completed those
steps two years ago, said Ka-
pushion, so the district was able
to work with the Colorado De-
partment of Education to move
on to the next step in the grant
process.

“We were not going to ac-
cept the dollars if it required us
to take a step back,” Kapushion
said. “But because CDE has been
so collaborative with us, they al-
lowed us to accept the dollars
and keep moving forward with
our strategies.”

The school was required to
draft and submit a grant bud-
get proposal, Marchi said, which
was accepted with minor chang-
es by CDE. The school will also
be required to do a monthly walk
through with a CDE representa-
tive to ensure that the school is
improving and using the grant
dollars appropriately.

Cﬁ\

= mim g .

School improvements

Meadow students will now
have four days a year with a
math coach to improve their
performance in that subject
area. The school has also been
able to more than double the
intervention support for chil-
dren struggling in the class-
room from one and half inter-
ventionists to three and half
over the next three years.

In the past, teachers have
shared online subscriptions
for teacher resources, but with
these grant dollars the school
will be able to purchase more
resources for teacher develop-
ment, Marchi said. The school
will also be able to fund a full
day kindergarten program at

Whatis TIG?

A tiered intervention grant
is part of No Child Left Be-
hind (NCLB). This grant tar-
gets the dowest performing
schools in the country based
on the state's performance
assessments and gives them
dollars over a three-year pe-
riod to improve their stu-
dent's test scores.

the school, a change which will
be sustained after the expiration
of the grant, said Marchi, as well
as purchasing new books for the
school that will be a sustainable
investment for the students.

BENEFIT
Sparkopolis
6-10 p.m. Sept. 24
Anythink Wright Farms
5877 E. 120th Ave.
Thornton
Featuring food by Chef lan Kleinman;
local artists and fashion designers;

mixology station with Mai Tais, s‘'mores;
live music. Proceeds to fund Anythink’s
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Saturdays - 8am -

Historic Golden 10th Street@lllinois Street Next to the Golden Library
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Nature Explore children’s gardens. Tickets
available at www.anythinklibraries.org/

sparkopolis.

Life and Works of Scott Joplin
7 p.m. Sept. 24

Stonehocker Farmhouse
10950 Fox Run Parkway

Northglenn

720-232-4402
Renowned pianist Nancy Storm presents

Please see HAPPENINGS Page 22
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-Joan Didion

“A place belongs forever to whoever claims it hardest, remembers it most obsessively, wrenches it
Jfrom itself, shapes it, renders it, loves it so radically that he remakes it in his own image.”

There's just two chances left to enjoy all that the Golden Farmers Market has to offer. Don't forget to
stock up this week! Bring your Market Bucks or purchase some to spend.

We have an excellent Master Gardeners' presentation on Bulbs: Planting and Forcing!
-- Our Service/Merchant Booth and Cultural Alliance will be out promoting local activities and
businesses,

Get your tickets for the Knock Your Boots Off Beer Tasting and Chili Cook-0ff brought to you by the

1010 Washington Ave. Golden Chamber of Commerce and Coors Distributing Company for the October 22nd event and save.
303 279 3113 Thanks for your For More Information Contact
support of the Golden 303-9279-3113
Or go to: www.goldencochamber.org Farmers Market! Sponsored by the Gokden Chamber of Commerce
for your application

Brought to you by the Golden Downtown Merchants Association




