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Mapleton schools growing |
into small-by-design dream

By Sarah Jones
Staff Writer

Six years after a complete
districtwide revamp, Mapleton
Public Schools is finally see-
ing the construction behind its
small-by-design school model
concept get under way.

With the help of a $32 million
matching grant from the state’s
Building Excellent Schools To-
day (BEST) program, the district
was able to break ground on an
addition at the York Interna-
tional school campus and two
new buildings on the Skyview
campus.

The construction, which be-
gan two days after the close
of the last school year, will be
completed on the York campus
by early September and will be
completed by the fall of 2012
at the Skyview campus. The
new addition on the York cam-
pus will open for students after
Thanksgiving break.

The district passed a bond in
the Mapleton community for the
matching funding in November
2010, after three failed attempts
to pass, said district Superin-
tendent Charolett Ciancio. The
last bond that passed in the dis-
trict was in 1992, which allowed
the district to do a “mish-mash”
of projects in different schools,
but no new building or remod-
eling was completed, said the
district's Chief Operating Offi-
cer Don Herman.

The money from the BEST
grant is being used for the ad-
dition of two wings at the Sky-
view campus, Herman said, and
the bond funding is being used
for the addition at the York cam-
pus. The district was then able
to use savings from the bud-
get for the addition to remod-
el the inside of the 60-year-old
school. According to Herman,
the floors of York International
still had asbestos tile down and
did not have a sprinkler system
throughout.

“We definitely have changed
the face of our community,”
Ciancio said. “It's (the construc-
tion) giving us a rebirth and new
hope here.”

Each building is being con-
structed around the school
model they represent to “work
around the student,” said Cian-
cio, who is a product of the dis-
trict and the superintendent for
the past 11 years. During this

':““H' ’f
“':i fr *Ir i l'

“right sizing” of the district, sev-
eral schools will be relocating or
spreading out in the commu-
nity, but each school will fit the
size and function of each school
plan, she said.

T'his project has really rebuilt
trust with the community, Cian-
cio said, so that they now know
‘we're going to do what we say
we're going to do.”

The newly constructed Sky-
view campus will have an em-
phasis on energy efficiency to
increase natural lighting in-
to classrooms, decrease the
amount of the heat the build-
ing takes in and has an efficient
cooling and heating system. Be-
cause of these changes, Xcel En-
ergy will be giving the district a
$200,000 rebate because of the
reduction in power strain the
campus will now require, said
Herman.

The biggest impact for the
district this year is that the
grant now freed up additional
funds in the district’s budget to
tackle some of the much need-
ed projects around the district,
Herman said, such as additional
asbestos mitigating which will
cost $5,000 per classroom.

“With this, now, all of a sud-
den, the projects might look like
repainting the trim, we can do
that,” he said.

What's happening on York
International's campus?

After the completion of the
addition and renovation at
York International campus,
the school will have a new traf-
fic lane, bus loop and student
and employee parking lot to
keep traffic and children off
the street, said Whei Wong,
chief communications officer
for Mapleton. The school will
also have an expanded cafete-
ria, expanded library and new
life skills learning classrooms.
There will also be a two-bed
clinic added to the renovated
main office for the campus,
Herman said.

What is happening on
Skyview's campus?

After Clayton moves to the
new Skyview campus, Explore
Academy will break-off from
Achieve Academy and move in-
to the old location of Clayton,
Wong said. Global Leadership
Academy will also gain its own
campus when MEC moves to
the new Skyview campus.
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Submitted by Mapleton Public Schools
During the reconstruction on York International's campus, the mobiles were removed from the campus to make way for the new addition.
The construction on the addition will be completed by Thanksgiving 2011.
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$ ‘I Dental

Coupon

One coupon per person
Not valid w/ any other discounts

100th Ave. & Washington

303.452.20583

Evenings & Saturdays
by Appointment

www.northwashingtondental.com
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Sunday, August let at 5: 30pm

Join Us for a Unique Dining Experience Featuring Gourmet Cuisine

and Breathtaking Views
6 ’ TODD CREEK 'é

$35 Per Person
GOLF CLUB

*Price includes tax and service charge.

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED BY MONDAY, AUGUST 15TH PLEASE CALL 720.685.1011

8455 Heritage Drive, Thornton, CO 80602 = heritagetoddcreekgolf.com
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