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MESA Mission
Mapleton Expeditionary School of the Arts is a
community of students, staff and parents dedicated to academic exploration and discovery. We ensure all students excel as critical and creative
thinkers who positively engage in the community
through a system characterized by
Rigorous core content viewed through the lens of the
arts;
Compelling, inquiry-based learning expeditions;
Deliberate character development
Service learning; and

A culture that fosters both risk taking and reflection.

2

Table of Contents
MESA Mission_____________________________________ 2
Bell Schedule ______________________________________ 4
Grading and Reporting _______________________________ 5
Handbook _________________________________________ 6
Academics_____________________________________________________6
Attendance Procedures __________________________________________ 8
Athletics ______________________________________________________ 9
Behavior Expectations __________________________________________ 10
Dress Code ___________________________________________________ 11
Electronics Policies ____________________________________________ 12
Homework ___________________________________________________ 13
Infinite Campus Portal __________________________________________ 14
Lunchtime Procedures__________________________________________ 15
Graduation Requirements _______________________________________ 16
Passages ___________________________________________________ 16-17
College Courses at MESA _______________________________________ 17

Bully-proofing ____________________________________ 19
Expeditionary Learning Core Practice Benchmarks ________ 20
MESA’s Character Traits_____________________________ 21
Forms ___________________________________________ 22

3

MESA 2018-2019
BELL SCHEDULE

9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
1st
8:15-9:12
nd
2 Crew
9:15-9:55
3rd
9:58-10:55
th
4
10:58-11:55
th
5
11:58-12:55
HS Lunch
12:55-1:35
th
6
1:38-2:35
th
7
2:38-3:35

[57 min]
[40 min]
[57 min]
[57 min]
[57 min]
[40 min]
[57 min]
[57 min]

7th and 8th Grade
1st
8:15-9:12
nd
2
9:15-10:12
rd
3
10:15-11:12
Lunch 8th 11:12-11:52
4th 7th CREW 11:15-11:55
Lunch 7th 11:55-12:35
4th 8th CREW 11:55-12:35
5th CareerX/L. Lab 12:38-1:35
6th
1:38-2:35
th
7
2:38 -3:35

[57 min]
[57 min]
[57 min]
[40 min]
[40 min]
[40 min]
[40 min]
[57 min]
[57 min]
[57 min]
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MESA
Grading and Reporting
All grading and reporting practices will support the learning process and encourage students to engage
with a growth mindset.

Purposes for Grading Students’ Work
Primary Purpose:

Communicate achievement status against State Standards to students, parents and others

Secondary Purposes:

Provide information that students can use for self-evaluation and growth
Encourage students to have a growth mindset
Identify students for available educational opportunities and supports
Evaluate the effectiveness of curricular, instructional, and assessment practices and programs

Definitions

Scores: The number (or letter) given to any student assessment or performance
Grades: The number (or letter) reported at the end of a period of time as a summary statement of student performance
Achievement: Absolute level of performance
Growth: Improvement by an individual relative to prior performance
Learning Targets: Specific learning outcomes for students
MESA Grading Scale:
Letter Grade
State Assessment
Equivalent
Standard Equivalent
Percentage

F

C

B

A

Partial Command

Moderate Command
Developing
(2)
70% to 79%

Strong Command

Distinguished
Command
Exemplary
(4)
90% to 100%

Beginning
(1)
0% to 69%

Accomplished
(3)
80% to 89%

Student Led Conferences:

Three times a year parents/families are invited to attend their child’s student led conference. The conference provides the student the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to communicate their strengths, challenges
and areas of growth. The student will be able to practice presentation skills, while communicating to their families
the progress they are making toward meeting the standards. In addition, the student must highlight one habit of
scholarship and use the language of the MESA character targets to reflect on this habit.

Presentations of Learning (Passages)

Students present their portfolio to a panel of teachers and community members. This process is
a formal way for students to demonstrate their ability to communicate their learning, move to the next
grade level and ultimately to be successful in college.
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Welcome To MESA
At MESA, we believe in building community to
support excellence in both academic achievement and character development. All students
and staff emphasize education in a challenging,
rewarding, and enjoyable learning environment.
We welcome all new and returning students to
MESA.
An exciting year 2018-2019 has been planned,
and we hope you will join us in making MESA
one of the best schools in the Mapleton Public
Schools’ family.
The contents of this handbook will provide guidance and support for a safe learning environment. Students and their parents/guardians are
encouraged to read the contents of this handbook and discuss them for understanding and
positive productive use throughout the year.
An emphasis on Expeditionary Learning principles will provide students the opportunity to be
more productive learners, responsible, selfdirected individuals, competent communicators,
complex thinkers and contributing citizens. We
are very proud of our challenging academic and
rich cultural traditions.
The mission of Mapleton Expeditionary School
of the Arts is, a community of students, staff and
parents dedicated to academic exploration and
discovery. We ensure all students excel as critical and creative thinkers who positively engage
in the community through a system characterized by
•
•
•
•
•

Rigorous core content viewed through the
lens of the arts;
Compelling, inquiry-based learning expeditions;
Deliberate character development
Service learning; and
A culture that fosters both risk taking and
reflection.
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Academics
Materials expected EVERY day for success:
1. Paper
2. Pencils/Pens
3. Planner/Agenda (7th and 8th grade)
4. See School Supply List
5. Teacher requested materials and assignments
Academic Expectations
1. Be an active participant in your learning.
2. At no time may you disrupt the learning
environment.
3. Learn all the content standards (specific
to subject and grade level).
4. Use the planner/agenda.
5. Turn in all homework and assignments
on time.
6. Bring required materials to class.
7. Ask relevant questions.
8. Ask for help when you don’t understand
a concept.
9. Demonstrate your learning via Passages.
10. Mentor and help all members of the community.

All-School Community Meetings

Students are expected to behave respectfully and responsibly at community meetings.
Each student should do her/his best to ensure that positive comments about our students are made by all performers and visitors.

Academic Dishonesty (Cheating)

All students are expected to demonstrate academic honesty in all classes at all times. Academic honesty is performing and producing
your own work using your own knowledge, talents, and efforts. Students at MESA can maintain academic honesty by:
•
Keeping their eyes on their own test at
all times.
•
Keeping answers hidden during a test.
•
Putting all notes, texts and extra
papers away and beneath the desk
before beginning a test.
•
Never talking to anyone (except the
teacher) about anything during a test.
•
Telling the teacher if you think some
one is trying to copy your answers or is
asking you to do work for him/her.
•
Using quotation marks, footnotes or
end-notes and a bibliography when
using any original work (including work
taken from the internet).
•
Not using anyone else’s homework,
notes, tests, or assignments that may
have been previously assigned and/or
graded.
•
Not sharing assignments, tests, or any
other work with other students unless
told to do so by a teacher.
•
Not making any marks or changes on a
graded test or assignment if you think it
was not graded correctly.
•
Reporting any violations or suspicions
of violations to a teacher or
administrator.
•
All electronic devices should be off and
put away at all times.
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Academic dishonesty (cheating), in any form,
will not be tolerated at MESA.
Some examples of academic dishonesty
(cheating) are the following:
• Copying any material with or without the
knowledge of another student during class
or homework assignments.
• Taking a test for another student.
• Working in pairs or in a group on assignments designated as individual work.
• Giving or receiving answers using verbal
or non-verbal means during a test.
• Plagiarizing any material from any source,
including items taken off the internet or
computer software programs (i.e., Encarta).
• Using notes or other materials (text books,
dictionaries, etc.) during an exam unless
cleared by the teacher.
• Talking to or collaborating with other students on assignments or tests when it is
not allowed.
• Changing answers on graded work or tests
and submitting it for a re-grade unless
specified by the teacher.
• Stealing class assignments from other students (or out of a no-name box) and turning them in as your own.
• Destroying, damaging, stealing, or using
the work of other students.
• Having parents/guardians, friends, siblings, or others complete assignments.
Consequences for academic dishonesty
will include:
-1st offense= Parent contact (teacher),
Student will receive a zero for the assignment.
-2nd offense= Same consequences for 1st
offense and an office referral which will result
in a suspension.

Attendance

Mapleton Public Schools is dedicated to
ensuring that its students attend school
every day. Colorado law requires students
to attend school until the age of 17. According to state law, it is the obligation of
every parent/guardian to ensure that every
child under their care and supervision receives adequate education and training
and, if of compulsory attendance age, attends school. The purpose of this policy is
to ensure that all students are in school in
accordance with the law. Legal excuses,
as defined by State Law and Board Policy,
are:

1. A student who is temporarily ill or injured.
2. A student whose absence is approved
by the administrator of the school on a
prearranged basis. Prearranged absences shall be approved for appointments or circumstances of a serious
nature only which cannot be taken care
of outside of school hours.
3. A student who is absent for an extended period due to physical, mental or
emotional disability.
4. A student who is attending any schoolsponsored activity or activities of an
educational nature with advance approval by the administration.
5. A student who is suspended or expelled.

Excusing An Absence

MESA Attendance Line: 303-853-1291

Parents/Guardians have the responsibility
to contact the school to excuse an absence, preferably the day of the student’s
absence, but no later than 48 hours from
the time of the absence. The school may
require documentation to support an excuse.

Academic-Make-up Work

It is the responsibility of the student to pick up
any make-up assignments permitted on the
day returning to class. There shall be 3 days
allowed for make-up work for each day of absence.
Make-up work may be allowed following an
unexcused absence or following a student’s
suspension from school with the goal of providing the student an opportunity to keep up with
the class and an incentive to attend school.
This work may receive full or partial credit to
the extent possible as determined by the building administrator

Unexcused Absences

An unexcused absence is defined as an absence that is not covered by one of the foregoing exceptions. An unexcused absence will be
recorded on the student’s record for failure to
attend school for all or any part of the day without confirmation of a legal excuse. An absence
will be considered unexcused if the student’s
parent/guardian fails to contact the school within 48 hours of an absence, or fails to provide
appropriate documentation to the school.
In accordance with law, the District may impose appropriate penalties that relate directly
to classes missed while unexcused. Penalties
may include a warning, school detention, or inschool suspension.
The District will commence truancy proceedings against students and/or parents/guardians
who fail to comply with the District’s attendance policy.

If a student becomes ill at school, the
Health Aide or one of the Main Office personnel will excuse the student from classes missed. Students who have a fever or
vomited while at school must be picked up.

8

Withdrawals

Parents are expected to report withdrawals
of students to the office.

Checking your student in
and out

If your student comes to school late or needs
to leave early they must sign in/out of the
main office. No student will be released to
persons NOT listed on their emergency contact list. Individuals checking students out
MUST be at least 18 years old and provide a
valid photo ID. Sorry, we will avoid pulling
your student out of class early for check
out at the end of the school day unless
they have a Dr.’s note.

Athletics/Activities

Athletics are part of a sound educational experience. Therefore, the philosophy of athletics in the middle school and high school
are to provide opportunity for participation of
all students regardless of their skill level.
Athletics should develop teamwork and discipline, build physical fitness, and more importantly, be “fun”. For questions concerning
athletics, contact Bill Nelson (Athletic Director, Skyview High School) at 303-8531248.

Athletic Eligibility at MESA:

Middle school student athletes must be in
good academic and behavioral standing, defined by passing at least four academic classes for a grading period and no office referrals. Eligibility for the upcoming week will be
determined the last day of the previous
week.
High school athletes must be enrolled, attending, and passing a minimum of five classes during the semester the student is competing and have taken five classes the previous semester. Athletes must also adhere to
the Interscholastic Athletic Competition Code
and Team Agreements.
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Visitors to the Schools

It is the Board’s policy to encourage parents
and all citizens of the community to visit the
schools throughout the year. Parents and
citizens shall have reasonable access to observe classes, activities, and functions at the
school upon advance notice to, and authorization by, the school administrator’s office.
All visitors must sign in and out of the main
office during the school day. Parents are to
leave students at students’ entrance before
school. Teachers shall avoid conferring with
parents during class sessions; parents desiring an individual conference should make an
appointment in advance. Visitations by nonenrolled juveniles unaccompanied by adults
are prohibited unless approved by the Director. Visitors shall not distribute information to
students or staff without prior approval from
the superintendent’s office.

The Board of Education has determined
that certain acts of conduct are disruptive.
They include being clearly dangerous to
the welfare, safety, or morals of other students or being contrary to the authority of
school personnel, or both.
These acts constitute grounds for suspension or expulsion. These acts include, but
are not limited to the following:
1. Continued willful disobedience or disruption of school or any act that disrupts the learning environment.
2. Persistent defiance of proper authority;
3. Theft or willful damage or destruction of
school property;
4. Theft or willful damage or destruction of
private property on school grounds or at
a school activity or event;
5. Assault on a school employee while on
school grounds or at a school event;
6. Physical abuse of a student or of persons not employed by the school when
on the school grounds or at a school
activity or event.
7. Repeated unexcused absences or truancy.
8. Obscene language or actions and possessing or distributing slanderous or
libelous material on school property.
9. Possession of weapons or dangerous
instrument or other dangerous objects
of no reasonable use to the student at
school.
10. Possession, transfer or use of narcotics, alcoholic beverages or stimulant
drugs, except prescribed medication.
11. Smoking on school premises is prohibited. It is also illegal for students under
the age of 18 to buy or possess cigarettes. Such items shall be taken away
from students.
12. Fighting, rioting, or illegal or disruptive
demonstrations on school grounds or at
a school event.

Behavioral Expectations

In order to ensure a positive and safe learning environment that helps facilitate selfdiscipline, encourage academic success and
promote school wellness, MESA will enforce
District policies and procedures and school
rules related to expected student behavior.
Consequences will be administered by staff
and administration in those circumstances
where a student exhibits behavior contrary to
expectations identified in the Student Behavior Standards booklet. Behavior Expectations will be:
1. Be a positive role model to those around
you.
2. Students must carry a hall pass when in
the hall during class time.
3. Students must come to school prepared
to learn.
4. Displays of affection (ie. holding hands,
hugging, kissing or walking arm in arm)
are not appropriate in the school environment.
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Social norms and expectations

MESA is committed to the academic and social
development of all students and community
members. At MESA we specifically teach middle
school students behavioral expectations. For
example, students will be exposed to voice levels
(0= complete silence; 1= whisper, 2= personal
conversation, 3= group talk, 4= outside voice, 5=
emergency), and verbal and visual reminders of
hallway, classroom, bus, office, cafeteria, and
outside expectations. Visual instructions will be
posted throughout the school to remind students
of the norms and expectations of MESA. We
seek to reinforce positive behavior not punish
bad behavior. Students will be expected to participate in a variety of teaching and re-teaching
exercises to learn the behavioral expectations
(this will occur throughout the school year).

Dress Code

The following dress code expectations were
created in partnership with the MESA Student
Council, the MESA Parent Advisors (SAAC),
the Thornton Police Department, and the MESA Administrative Team. MESA enforces all
dress code expectations identified in the SBS
Booklet and MESA Student Handbook and we
place these as our highest priority because
they relate to gang and bullying activity.
1) Any clothing item or accessory that
causes a disruption to school safety,
personal safety and/or the learning
environment may result in discretionary intervention by school administrators
2) Tattoos, clothing or accessories that
display drugs, including any marijuana reference, sexual innuendos, inappropriate language, alcohol, tobacco products, violence, weapons or
gang connotations are not permitted.
Tattoos displaying any of these must
be covered at all times

Books, Materials and Equipment

All textbooks are provided by the school.
Lost or damaged books must be paid for by
the student before another book will be issued. If a lost book has been paid for and
then found, the student will be given a refund
if s/he can produce a receipt or a cancelled
check.
School equipment damaged by the student
because of carelessness will be paid for by
the student at the time it occurs. Each classroom teacher will establish policies and procedures for handing out and recovering
classroom material. If school material is lost,
stolen or damaged please report as soon as
possible to 303-853-1270.

3) If “hoodies” are worn, the hood may
not be worn inside of the school.
4) Sunglasses or dark glasses, absent a
verified medical condition, are not to
be worn or displayed inside of the
school building
5) No exposed undergarments, inappropriately sheer, tight or low cut clothing that bare or expose traditionally
private parts of the body including,
but not limited to, the stomach, buttocks, back, breasts or cleavage is
not permitted

Bicycles

All bicycles ridden to school should be
locked to the racks. The bicycles should be
registered with the Thornton Police Department, but this is a decision of the student
and her/his family. The school does not assume liability for bicycles. Bicycles are to be
walked on school grounds.

6) No notched eyebrows
7) No solid red or solid blue shirt and
shorts/pants worn together

8) No red or blue bandana nor any color
bandana that is draped on clothing or
hanging out of a pocket

No Heelies, Roller Blades, Skate Boards,
or Scooters are to be ridden on school
grounds.

11

7. Notched eyebrows are not permitted.

Dress Code Violations (Consequences)
1st offense= Student will be asked to comply and
parents/guardians will be expected to bring a change
of clothes.
2nd offense= Student will be sent home and return
in proper attire or serve an ISS (In School Suspension).
3rd offense= Student will be sent home OSS (Out
of School Suspension) for one day.
Thereafter= Student will be sent home two, three,
four, and five days respectively (possibly placed on a
habitually disruptive plan).

8. Any clothing item or accessory that causes a
disruption to school safety, personal safety
and/or the learning environment may result in
discretionary intervention by school administrators.

CELL PHONES/ELECTRONICS

Electronics can be valuable tools for learning
and communicating; however, they can be barriers to building positive relationships and can
cause disruptions to the learning environment.

Students will be able to return to class once in
proper dress code.

For these reasons, cell phones and other electronic devices are prohibited for use at MESA,
except before school, after school, and during
lunch. Devices and headphones/ear buds
must be turned off and out of sight at all
other times unless the teacher specifically
grants permission.

MESA students dress in ways that reflect
their focus on learning and respect for fellow students. The following dress code expectations were created in partnership with
the MESA Student Council, the MESA Parent Advisors (SAAC), and the MESA Administrative Team. MESA enforces all dress
code expectations identified in the SBS
Booklet and we place these as our highest
priority because they relate to school safety.
This document is periodically reviewed and
updated.

MESA is not liable for any lost, stolen, or
damaged electronic devices. We encourage
you not to bring them to school.
Cell phones may be confiscated at any time
should the device in question disrupt the learning environment;

1. No exposed undergarments are permitted. In
addition, inappropriately sheer, tight or low cut
clothing that exposes traditionally private parts
of the body including, but not limited to, the
stomach, buttocks, back, breasts or cleavage
may not be worn in school.

1st offense–

2nd offense–

2. Tattoos, clothing or accessories that display
drugs, including any marijuana reference, sexual innuendos, inappropriate language, alcohol,
tobacco products, violence, weapons or gang
connotations, are not permitted. Tattoos displaying any of these must be covered at all
times.

3rd offense-

Student picks up phone at the
end of day from main office. (If
student fails to comply, skip to
consequence for 3rd offense.)
Parent/guardian
picks
up
phone at the end of the day
from main office and meets
with the Director.
May result in an Out of School
Suspension for defiance.

Field Work/Field Trip
Occasionally students will be invited on
school-sponsored field work. Any student
absent from regular classes will be responsible for any assignment due for the next
regularly scheduled class. This would include tests, homework or other daily work
assignments. Only MESA students signing and returning this permission slip can
attend field work. Students are representing MESA and must adhere to MESA policies and rules while on field work in addition to the policies of transportation and
the destination.

3. If “hoodies” are worn, the hood may not be
worn inside of the school.
4. Sunglasses or dark glasses, absent a verified medical condition, are not to be worn or
displayed inside of the school building.
5. It is not permissible for students to wear red
or blue bandanas, or any color bandana that is
draped on clothing or hanging out of a pocket.
6. Students may not wear solid red or solid blue
shirt and shorts/pants together.
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Music Performances and Personal
Music Players

Library Services “Anythink”

Homework Expectations

Students are NOT allowed to go to the library
during the school day, unless accompanied by
their teacher.

The primary objective of the Anythink Library
is to provide information, literacy instruction
and to integrate the appropriate materials that
align with the curriculum framework. The library collection provides a wide variety of materials that present different points of view appropriate for a broad range of ability and maturity levels.

Music performances and personal music
players are permitted and celebrated with
administrator permission. Music must be
played at appropriate volume, during appropriate times and lyric content must be
rated “G”.
Homework is an expectation at MESA in
all grade levels. Although homework may
not be assigned in every class each day,
students should expect to have homework on a regular basis.

The library has computers available for academic use only.

Internet Use

Each student will have access to the Internet to supplement curriculum materials.
Students and parents will be asked to
sign the Internet Usage agreement at the
back of this handbook. Mapleton’s Student Computer and Internet Usage policy
can be found on page 11 of the SBS
handbook. Parents should discuss with
their students the responsibilities, obligations, accountability, and commitment involved in this agreement and the school’s
responsibility to enforce the agreement.
Students, and staff members must agree
to use the computer lab and internet for
academic purposes, inappropriate use of
the computer lab or internet is prohibited
at MESA.

Breakfast Procedures

MESA serves breakfast free to all students from 7:30am to 7:55am on school
days. Students enrolled in “Zero Hour”
classes may finish their school provided
breakfast in the first few minutes of their
first period class. When finished with
breakfast, students are to clean up after
themselves.
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school’s main of ice to activate your account!

Infinite Campus Parent Portal
Infinite Campus is the online grading system MESA uses and is accessible to parents online. Upon registering your students
for MESA, you can elect to sign up for a
pass code that will allow you access to
your student’s academic progress and attendance status. Teachers take attendance daily and grades are expected to be
updated weekly. Please sign the user
agreement on the last page of the handbook and check your student’s status often.

You must have an existing user account to use the Infinite Campus Parent Portal App. If you are new to
the Parent Portal please call the MESA Office to activate your account! 303-853-1270
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Lunch and Lunchtime Procedures

School Closing

MESA serves hot lunches in the cafeteria
daily. Healthy choices of main entrees
are served, as well as fruit, vegetables,
bread or milk. Checks and or cash to purchase lunch may be given to the homeroom teacher or advisor.

rare instances, the Superintendent
and/or Director will need to close MESA on
an emergency basis for a variety of reasons, such as inclement weather and power failure. If an emergency occurs while
school is in session, students are to remain
with the teacher in the classroom until official dismissal has been given by the school
administrator. No student will be allowed
to go home without permission of both the
parent/guardian and school administrator.
Call the school to contact your student.
Parents who are seeking information regarding the possibility of emergency school
closure are urged to listen to one of the following (note: the following media may post
as “Mapleton Public Schools or Adams
School District 1”):You may also go to
www.mapleton.us for school information.
In

All food must be eaten in the cafeteria.
Students may not take food outside or to
the classroom, without a written pass.
Staff members will reinforce behavioral
expectations with students.
Off-Campus lunch privilege is for 11th.
& 12th grade high school students only. Students in grades 7-10 are not eligible for off-campus lunch.

Food and Drink in MESA
Classrooms
•
•
•
•

Radio:

Food is not allowed in classrooms during
instructional time.
Students are encourage to drink water
during class, but other beverages are
NOT allowed.
Students may eat lunch in classrooms
with teacher supervision and permission,
Food is NEVER allowed in the hallways,
stairwells or computer lab.

T.V.:

Learning After the Bell (LAB)
LAB in an academic support program designed to enhance student academic
achievement. Students will receive assistance in the building blocks necessary for
learning. It is the responsibility of the student to bring his/her own assignments.
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KOA/KOAQ
KHOW
KBPI/KNUS
KOSI
KOOL
KYGO
KMGH – 7
KUSA – 9
KCNC – 4

School Spirit Standards

3. Lockdown/Lockout drills will be held
at least two times a year. These
drills must be taken seriously and all
instructions of their teachers followed carefully. The safety of students and staff is foremost and can
only be accomplished with everyone’s full cooperation. Lockdown
means that classroom doors are
locked, and no one should be wandering around the school. Note: If
the school is on a district mandated lockout no one, including parents, will be allowed in or out of
the building (no exceptions)

Safety

Graduation Requirements

These drills must be taken seriously and all
instruction carefully followed. If dangerous
weather ever causes us to have to take
cover, we would request the cooperation of
the parent/guardian in such a situation.
Any parent/guardian stopping at the school
during that time must come to the main office, and we will make every effort to locate
her/his student. We may be forced, however, to keep students for a period of time in
order to maintain order and verify the
whereabouts of all students.

Requirements for progression to the next
grade level without a plan:

At MESA the following standards will help
promote good Community PRIDE and
school spirit:
1. Exhibit MESA Character Traits!
2. Anonymously report anyone vandalizing
or destroying school property.
3. Say positive things about your family,
students, teachers and the school.
4. When you see trash, pick it up.
5. Help those in your school and in the
community.
6. Use appropriate language in and around
school.
These standards apply to all members of
the MESA community.

Fire, Lockdown and Tornado Drills

Credits
Core Grade Level
3.0
—Fresh. To Soph.
11
7
Soph. to Junior
16.5
11
Junior to Senior
*22 total credits (15 core credits) are needed
to graduate from Mapleton Public Schools
Additional Requirements
Students must demonstrate proficiency on
the following requirements in order to graduate:

1. Each room is equipped with instructions
for evacuation during a fire drill. The
students should acquaint themselves
with these directions as soon as possible. The teacher is responsible for giving complete directions to be followed
during the drill. Fire drills are held every month during school.

Passages (sophomore and senior years)
Financial Literacy course
Extended Essay (IRP senior year)

Passages

At three points over the course of his or her
MESA career, a student will complete Passages. Passages is the opportunity for students to demonstrate that they have successfully mastered the content during each
two-year cycle at MESA. To pass the 8th,
10th and 12th grades students must complete a portfolio of accomplished work samples from five classes and written reflections
about their learning. On non passage years,
students will complete portfolios and presentations of learning.

2. Tornado drills will be held in the fall and
spring of each year.
Each room is
equipped with a map and instructions.

(continued on page 17)
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Passages continued
The student will then present their
portfolio of this work to a panel of
teachers and community members
on Passage presentation day at the
end of the school year. After reviewing the student’s portfolio, the panel
may recommend passage to the
next grade, or require specific revisions that must be made prior to
passage. In the 12th grade, a successful passage presentation is also one of the District graduation requirements. Students earn one
credit for 12th grade Passages and
are NOT eligible for graduation
without this credit.

Taking College Courses
While Enrolled at MESA
Students who are interested in taking a college level course their sophomore, junior, or
senior year must demonstrate college readiness in the subject area based on the results of the Accuplacer test. This test is offered two times a year at MESA and students may speak with the Post Secondary
Coach if they are interested in taking advantage of this opportunity.
College Courses—Families are responsible
for the cost of textbooks, fees and any necessary transportation for any college course
in which their student is enrolled. Parents
are responsible for reimbursing the District
the cost of tuition and course fees paid on
their behalf if the student withdraws late,
stops attending, or fails the course (grade of
D or F constitutes failure of a college class).

Senior Expedition
All Seniors participate in a semester
long student-designed research
project to help them explore life
goals and career opportunities. This
project, also known as an IRP, is a
crucial assignment during senior
year to prepare graduates for college-level research papers.

High School and College Credit—
Students passing College Courses will receive dual credit. This community college
credit is often transferrable to accredited
colleges and universities.

Graduation Requirements

*A Carnegie unit is considered one school year’s worth
of credit for the content area.
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Celebrations of
Academic Excellence at
MESA
•

Honor Roll: Students who achieve 3.0
or higher GPA in a quarter.

•

Director’s Honor Roll: Students who
achieve 4.0 or higher GPA in a quarter.

•

Perfect Attendance: Students who
attend every school day in a quarter.

•

Academic Letter:
• 9th-12th grade students who receive a minimum of 3.75 term GPA
for Q1 and Q2 and/or Q3 and Q4
• The academic letter is awarded
twice each year.
• The student must be enrolled in a
full-time schedule at MESA for both
terms for which the letter is awarded.
• Student receives a chenille letter
“S”, an oil lamp and bar the at the
time of the first award.
• The student receives a bar for each
subsequent term the student earns
an academic letter.

•

Honor Society:
• 9th-12th grade students who earn a
3.2 GPA over one or more school
years will be invited to join.

Valedictorian Selection
The MESA valedictorian meets the following requirements and has the highest
cumulative GPA of his/her graduating
class at the end of quarter two of their
senior year.
• Complete final two years of high
school at MESA.
• Have successfully passed senior
capstone.
If more than one student with the above
qualifications achieves the same
GPA to three decimal places, the
following criteria will be used to determine Valedictorian:
• Total number college credits completed with a passing grade

18

Bully-proofing
MESA prides itself on the fact that we do not tolerate
acts of violence, harassment or bullying of any kind. Our middle
school uses an evidence-based program called Bully Proofing
Your School. Teachers spend many weeks at the beginning of

the school year teaching the students self-protective strategies
to use if they experience or witness bullying. We believe that
the first defense against bullying is a strong community that
looks out for one another.
It is sometimes assumed that bullying is a normal part of childhood. While that
may have been the case in the past, an alarming increase in incidences of school violence in America has led to laws that mandate that schools not tolerate bullying of any
kind. MESA staff and administration keep a close watch against such behaviors in our
school. Unfortunately, sometimes bullying can take place outside of an adult’s supervision and students feel compelled to stand up for themselves. Sometimes parents, not
wanting their children to be hurt or identified as “weak” will instruct their children to
“just hit back” if anyone bothers them. We ask you to please not do this! Instead,
please visit with your student about their bully prevention strategies. (Parent books

that align with our bully-proofing program are available for loan if requested.) Research indicates that when strategies are used correctly, in place of aggression, the
student who is a “target” greatly diminishes their chances of harassed and they also
do not receive an office referral. When students choose to retaliate in the place of

these strategies, students can be hurt and students will receive an office referral.
Our school’s contacts for any bullying or harassment reports or questions is
Jodie McCombs, Director, or Kathy Duncan, Prevention Specialist. If you are concerned that your student may be the victim of bullying, please contact us so that we
may take steps to prevent it. There is also an anonymous ‘Safe 2 Tell’ hotline to call if
you are aware of any vandalism, safety concern or bullying situation at our school

or in the community. It is a free phone call: 1-877-542-SAFE (1877-542-7233). Please help us keep our schools safe!
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Expeditionary Learning's Core Practice Benchmarks
MESA is partnered with a national school design model called Expeditionary Learning.
As a member of this network we share a set of common principles and beliefs about
what makes a successful school. Expeditionary Learning's Core Practice Benchmarks
describe what teachers, students, school leaders, families, and other partners do in fully
implemented Expeditionary Learning schools.
To find out more about Expeditionary Learning, visit their website at elschools.org.

EL Benchmark

What this core practice looks like at MESA

Curriculum

Our approach to curriculum makes content and skill standards come alive for
students by connecting learning to real-world issues and needs. Academically
rigorous learning expeditions, case studies, projects, fieldwork, and service
learning inspire students to think and work as professionals do, contributing
high-quality work to authentic audiences beyond the classroom.

Instruction

Our classrooms are alive with discovery, inquiry, critical thinking, problemsolving and collaboration. Teachers talk less. Students talk more. Lessons
have explicit purpose, guided by learning targets for which students take ownership and responsibility. In all subject areas, teachers differentiate instruction
and maintain high expectations in order to bring out the best in all students
and cultivate a culture of high achievement.

Culture and
Character

Our schools build cultures of respect, responsibility, courage, and kindness,
where students and adults are committed to quality work and citizenship.
School structures and traditions such as crew, community meetings, exhibitions of student work, and service learning ensure that every student is known
and cared for, that student leadership is nurtured, and that contributions to
the school and world are celebrated. Students and staff are supported to do
better work and be better people than they thought possible.

Assessment

Our leaders, teachers, and students embrace the power of student-engaged
assessment practices to focus students on reaching standards-based learning targets and drive achievement. Students continually assess and improve
the quality of their work through the use of models, reflection, critique, rubrics,
and work with experts. Staff members engage in ongoing data inquiry and
analysis, examining everything from patters in student work to results from
high-stakes tests.

Leadership

Our school leaders build professional learning communities that focus sharply
on student achievement and continuous improvement, use data wisely, and
boldly shape school structures to best meet student needs. Leaders celebrate
joy in learning and build a school-wide culture of trust and collaboration.
Leadership in our schools goes beyond a single person or team- it is a role
and expectation for all.
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MESA's Six Character Traits
As an EL school, MESA takes the role of students’ character education very seriously.
With this in mind, the school promotes six Character Traits to instill positive decisions
and life skills in students. These traits benefit not only the individual student, but also
their broader community by demonstrating the qualities of young role models.
Students are not only expected to show the character traits in their academic habits,
but also in their daily lives in and outside of school. Students who are exemplary in
these traits are recognized for their excellent character by their teachers throughout
the year.

TRAIT

DEFINTION

As a scholar this means that I…

CRAFTSMANSHIP

A person who completes a
task with quality.

•
•
•

Take pride in all my work
Complete work with excellence
Revise work toward an exemplary level

•

Arrive to school, return from lunch, and
attend class on time
Actively engage in and come prepared
for class
Complete assignments on time
Take initiative to gather and complete
missing work when absent

•

RESPONSIBLITY

A person who completes
his/her duty or obligation.

•
•

•

PERSEVERANCE

INTEGRITY

A person who completes a
task even when difficult.

A person who follows the
values and morals of the
MESA community.

•
•
•
•
•
•

RESPECT

A person who shows consideration and appreciation
of others, oneself and his/
her school.

•
•
•
•
•
•

STEWARDSHIP

A person who cares for the
environment and others
around him/her.
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•
•

Will not give up when difficulties arise
from school work and social concerns
Will try again after making mistakes
Still give my best effort even when I
feel challenged
Am honest and trustworthy
Follow school rules
Make the right choice even when no
one is looking
Take accountability for my actions
Treat peers and adults in school with
kindness
Always use appropriate language
Treat school work with care
Treat school property with care
Clean up after myself and others
Clean my locker, clear my lunch plates,
and throw my garbage away
Conserve resources
Take an active part in maintaining and
improving my community

SIGN AND RETURN
After reading the MESA Parent and Student Handbook please sign and date below.
NOTE: Parents’ or students’ refusal to sign this document does not affect the
ability of the school to reinforce the aforementioned policies and procedures.

___________________________________________
Student Signature
___________________________________________
Parent Signature
_____________
Date
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